
The Plainfield Education Association will be sponsoring a forum on Zoom for you to learn more
about the candidates for the Board of Education. Please join us on Thursday, October 14th at
6:00 p.m. You can register for the Zoom webinar by clicking on this link.
https://njea.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIodOCqqT0pEtLt4HOcsXAtAld958CXfyQU
We hope you will find this forum informative. Below is information provided by each candidate

(in alphabetical order).

Monique Cunningham
Dr. Monique Cunningham and her husband raised their three children
in Plainfield NJ.  She has been teaching since she was 18 years old and
embodies the passion and dedication it takes to influence children to
love the multifaceted world of education.  Her motivation has pushed
her to pursue studies in early childhood education.

Dr. Cunningham understands the importance of a strong educational foundation from a young
age.  She continues to pursue her passion to educate young minds so they are highly prepared to
start pre-school by ensuring the child can read and write;  and she continues to pursue her own
personal studies to better her craft and practice. 

My name is Markette Harris. When my husband Fred and I moved
to Plainfield our decision was motivated by a desire to raise our
children in a community of acceptance and where they would be
inspired by a leadership that reflected our experience and values. Our
children attended the Plainfield public schools and I am proud to say
that they excelled because of the support and services they received
throughout their academic years. My youngest, born with a hearing
impairment was supported by the district’s special education services’
department. Upon graduation he attended Rochester Institute of

Technology where he obtained his bachelors degree. Our daughter, also a Plainfield High
graduate went on to receive her Masters.

I spent my professional career in the service of others. I started as a community organizer with a
anti-poverty agency. I later found my true passion as a child welfare administrator advocating
for the safety and well-being of children and families. During this period of my professional
career, I was involved on the forefront of major industry and systemic changes in child welfare
policies and program practices.
My public service journey has led me to my decision to run for a seat on the Plainfield Board of
Education. I believe it is my civic obligation to give back to the City I love.
I see the beauty in our expanding neighborhoods, our tree lined streets and strong housing market
and growing economy. But our educational system lags far behind in the state. As our

https://njea.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIodOCqqT0pEtLt4HOcsXAtAld958CXfyQU


population grows, new generations of residents are making the decision to settle in Plainfield.
Essential to the success of the city’s development is addressing our educational system. If elected
I commit to a leadership team to build a strong educational system to improve student
achievement, their ability to compete academically and Plainfield’s statewide standing.

My name is Alan Lilly and I'm running for the Plainfield Board of
Education.

I'm a Plainfield Alumnus and understand our children are our future as
well as our greatest asset. I would like to ensure Plainfield, NJ provides
a proper education as well as the right resources so they have a chance
to compete on the world stage. 

My wife and I have two beautiful daughters who attend Plainfield
schools.  We remind them every day that their options are unlimited and
feel that all parents should encourage their children to pursue their

dreams whether it be via college, trade school, or becoming an entrepreneur. The sooner the
discussion takes place along with the guidance counselor the easier it will be to obtain their goal.

Join us in ensuring that we all are Aiming Higher Together. Column 2
Cunningham, Lilly, Harris

Sarah Virgo

I am a proud resident of the Queen City, a wife, a healthcare
professional, community activist and a mom of two school-aged
children. Throughout my life, I have dedicated myself to causes that I
feel are important by educating myself on all perspectives. I graduated
with honors from public high school in the south and attended John Jay
College and St. John’s University where I earned a degree in political
science and served as the President of the Pan African Caribbean
Student Association. Presently, in my career at Memorial Sloan

Kettering Cancer Center (MSK) I have worked tirelessly the last 15 years to raise awareness for
cancer screenings, streamline diagnostic processes and enhance the overall patient experience for
millions. I believe that Plainfield students deserve a guaranteed path to success ensuring equity
and equal opportunity for all, that our Plainfield families need representation and engagement
and that our Plainfield teachers and staff deserve support.

Providing leadership to solve some of today’s most difficult policy issues is what I do best. My
success in formulating effective and equitable solutions can be traced back through my
experience, my education, and even to my interactions on the campaign trail; listening to my



neighbors discuss, exchange ideas and offer solutions to some of today’s issues.  I believe serving
on the Plainfield Board of Education offers one of the most meaningful ways to bring my
experience, education and leadership to contribute to the strength and success of our community
and I understand the direct connection between education and the vitality of a community. I am
confident that together, we can change the world, starting right here in Plainfield!

Victor Webb
I am a lifelong Plainfield resident who has served the community for
over 34 years. As a youth I was always involved with activities as a
member of my church and this continued throughout my years as a
student attending Emerson elementary, Maxson middle and
Plainfield High School. While attending Kean College I joined a
service organization called AmeriCorps that allowed me to continue
my service in my hometown. During my tenure there, we partnered
with the Safe Haven after school program and worked with staff and

students at Maxson Middle School and Woodland and Washington Elementary Schools. I then
worked for the Red Cross as the Director of Youth and Volunteer Services which allowed me to
partner with schools across Union County to complete service projects. I have also volunteered
for the City of Plainfield in the Recreation Department between 1998-2015. It would be my
pleasure to serve as Board Member for the Plainfield Board of Education.

My name is Hanae Wyatt, and I am a candidate for the Board of
Education in Plainfield, the city that I love and where I was raised.
Growing up, I was a scholar-athlete in our schools, excelling in both
softball and basketball. After graduating from Morgan State
University in 2009, I returned to Plainfield to begin my adult life as
a part of the great community that raised me.

As I continued my education, I managed the summer youth
employment program for the City of Plainfield, where I later worked

for Plainfield Action Services, the Division of Parks and Recreation, and the Division of
Inspections. (continued on reverse)
I worked for the city for 12 years total – most of my time with the city was spent organizing and
coordinating programs, events, and activities for the youth. It was extremely rewarding to serve
my community for a living. While my new career path has taken me away from working for the
City of Plainfield in an official capacity, my service and involvement in Plainfield only continues
to grow.



I am the proud wife of Richard Wyatt Jr. We have three bright and beautiful children, all of
whom have attended Plainfield Public Schools. I have served as an executive board member for
the PTO at F.W. Cook Elementary for five years – one of which I served as its president. I have a
member of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority since 2006, and I am a board member for a local
non-profit here in Plainfield called 908 Visionaries. I also serve as the 1st Vice President of the
local chapter of the Morgan State Alumni Association. My husband and I successfully started a
non-profit called Gentlemen Making Changes Inc., which has a youth mentorship program
(S.W.A.G. Academy) where I am the program coordinator. We host several events every year. In
addition, I own a small business, Mori Consulting LLC, that assists small business owners and
organizations with notary services, business management, design implementation, as well as
state tax and IRS filings. I've organized countless community service programs and events, and
have written over $200,000 in non-profit grants that were awarded.
Serving the youth and families of Plainfield is something that I do every single day, long before I
decided to run for political office. I interact and work with people from all walks of life, and I
don’t believe any of the stereotypes about our city or our students.

Plainfield’s schools can – and will – succeed, especially if we can elect more dedicated, invested
leaders to make the important decisions that will directly impact our youth and our future. I am
running with two such people –Sarah Virgo and Victor Webb – as part of the Empowerment
Through Education team. I encourage you to vote Column 1 on November 2, 2021, for a team of
community advocates who care about making a difference.

We hope you will join the Plainfield Education Association forum with Board of Education
candidates. Candidates will field questions that have been posed by our members.

Sincerely,
Melissa Logan
Forum Co-Chair, Plainfield Education Association


