
    
 

 

Mayor Mirabelli, Council President Turner, and other members of the Borough Council, 

As people in Mountainside, around the state, and—embarrassingly enough—all around the country now 

know, a number of members of the Mountainside Police Department have allegedly engaged in 

disgusting, dangerous, and, if true, downright indefensible behavior. The fact that this activity may have 

been happening for almost 20 years points to, at best, gross negligence on the part of the Mayor and 

Council or, at worst, complicity by the administration and governing body. Now we are paying the price. 

Expensive lawsuits, rising insurance costs, and bad publicity are likely going to cost us higher taxes and 

lower resale house values. Nepotism, favoritism, and covering up disgusting and, in some instances, 

criminal behavior to protect your friends are grounds for drastic action by the residents of Mountainside. 

We are demanding a thorough independent investigation of the Administration and the 

Council into what they knew and when they knew about the alleged corruption in our police 

department and Borough Hall, criminal charges against all who are found to have broken any 

laws, the immediate firing of the offending officers, and denying retirement benefits to any 

who have broken any laws. 

The alleged corruption in Borough Hall and the police department appears to have run deep and has 
lasted years. All of the men named in the lawsuit have long-time friendly relationships with Mayor 

Mirabelli, Council President Turner, and other members of the Council. Business Administrator Debbie 
supervised the police department while many of these alleged acts occurred.  

Allegedly, many members of the Mountainside Police Department suffered at the hands of the officers 
named in the lawsuit and, even more disturbing, these officers allegedly put residents at risk. According 

to the 46-page document filed in Superior Court, the officers, who had personal relationships with the 
Mayor and Council President, were repaid with promotions, extra overtime pay, and jobs for their friends. 

It seems that Business Administrator and former Police Chief James Debbie and current Chief of Police 

Allan Attanasio were also in on these deals, using their relationships to secure benefits and jobs for their 
friends and relatives.   

This apparent lack of oversight and possible corruption has already cost taxpayers in Mountainside 

hundreds of thousands of dollars, but now we face an additional burden. Not only are we currently 

paying these officers while they are on “administrative leave,” but we will also likely have to shoulder the 
cost of legal fees, increased insurance premiums, and possible damages awarded to the plaintiffs.  

Mayor, Council President, and other members of the Council, you have a responsibility to put the people 

you serve ahead of cronyism. You were elected to represent the people of Mountainside, to lead our town 
with integrity, and to spend our tax dollars wisely. It is time to get to the bottom of this.  

I hope you make the right decision, but the past lack of transparency makes it difficult to be optimistic 
going forward. The people who elected you are watching, and they will remember what you do. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Daniela Faibes 

Campaign Manager, Mehrotra and Montes for Borough Council 


