
The	National	Trust	for	Historic	Preservation’s	
Eight	Benefits	of	Establishing	a...	

LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

1	 Local districts protect the investments of owners 
and residents of historic properties. 

	

2 Properties within local historic districts 
appreciate in value at rates greater than similar, 
non-designated neighborhoods. 
 	

3 Local districts encourage better design and a 
sense of cohesiveness and public appeal. 

	

4 Local districts help the environment by reusing a 
community’s resources. 

	

5	 Historic districts are a vehicle to teach history, 
architecture, urban planning and more. 

	

6	 Historic districts have a positive impact on a 
local economy by encouraging tourism and 
interest in a community. 

	

7	 Historic districts can enhance business 
development in commercial districts. 

	

8	 Districts help build communities by providing 
neighborhood focus and enthusiasm. 

	
	

Visit	the	National	Trust	at:	www.savingplaces.org	



 

The National Register of Historic Places Criteria  
for Evaluation of Historic Properties 

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, 
engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, 
and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association, and: 

A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history; or 

B. That are associated with the lives of significant persons in our past; or 
C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic 
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction; or 

D. That have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or 
prehistory. 

Visit	the	National	Register	at: www.nps.gov/nr/	
_________________________________________ 

The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the  
Treatment of Historic Properties 

Choosing an appropriate treatment for a historic building: 
Preservation focuses on the maintenance and repair of existing historic 
materials and retention of a property's form as it has evolved over time. 

Rehabilitation acknowledges the need to alter or add to a historic property to 
meet continuing or changing uses while retaining the property's historic character. 

Restoration depicts a property at a particular period of time in its history, while 
removing evidence of other periods. 

Reconstruction re-creates vanished or non-surviving portions of a property for 
interpretive purposes. 

See	the	Secretary	of	the	Interior’s	Standards	at: 
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/stand.htm	


