
                           

 

    Clark Public Schools 
      365 Westfield Avenue • Clark, New Jersey 07066 

 
        Edward Grande                Tel.:  (732) 574-9600 x3392 
        Superintendent of Schools                Fax:  (732) 574-1456 
                  E-mail: egrande@clarkschools.org 
 
July 26, 2017 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your families enjoying the summer.  I am writing to you to help clarify 
some misperceptions that have arisen regarding the Clark School District’s financial situation and 
athletics program.   
 
As many of you already know, the District faced some significant challenges when building the budget 
for the upcoming 2017-2018 school year.  As a result of three primary factors, i.e., (1) increased 
out-of-district tuition costs for our students with special needs, (2) associated transportation costs, and 
(3) decreased tuition revenue from Garwood, there was no excess surplus to apply to this budget.  
Consequently, we were forced to make approximately $1.9 million in cuts in order to balance the 
budget.  This news was communicated to the community at a number of Board of Education meetings 
during the past school year.  In terms of any allegations of a misappropriation of the District’s funds, 
please know that, being a public school system, we are audited annually and these audits concluded 
that all funds were accounted for properly with no financial wrongdoings.     
 
The Board of Education, Business Administrator Mr. Paul Vizzuso, and I worked diligently during the 
past year to minimize the impact of these budget cuts on our students.  I am pleased to report that only 
three teachers were non-renewed for employment throughout our five schools.  In addition, at a special 
meeting of the Board of Education on Monday, July 24, the decision was made to continue all of our 
varsity sports.  We did, however, have to make some difficult decisions in order for the athletics 
program to reach its reduced budget number.  The schedules and coaching staffs of our athletic teams 
are being modified slightly, and the freshmen football, basketball, and baseball programs have been 
eliminated.  While we are disappointed with having to eliminate any athletic programs, we feel that 
this alternative is in the best interest of all of our student athletes since freshmen will still have the 
opportunity to play on the junior varsity (JV) teams.  The JV football team, due to the contact nature of 
the sport, will have a modified schedule through which our freshmen players will be able to compete in 
live games against teams consisting of players in their same grade level. 
 
I hope you find this information to be helpful.  If you have any questions or require additional 
information regarding our athletics program, please contact our Athletic Director, Mr. Gus Kalikas.  
He can be reached at gkalikas@clarkschools.org or 732-382-0910 ext. 3194.  I also can always be 
reached at the contact information given above. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edward Grande 
 
Edward Grande 


